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1 INTRODUCTION

This material has been designed for ninth-grade students of the Elementary 

School, considering the public school context, and was applied during the supervised 

practicum of one of the authors. The aim is to, through contextualized learning, have 

students develop a greater interest in the English language by exploring social and global 

themes that connect them with the language, and create an environment conducive to 

the development of critical and reflective thinking about the world. Considering that, 

the theme chosen for this unit was the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). By 

the end of the unit, students are expected to understand the SDGs and their purposes, 

know how to propose actions using the imperative, recognize the characteristics of the 

awareness campaign poster genre, and, as a result, produce a poster that integrates 

all this knowledge.

The concept of English in this project is English as an Additional Language, as 

discussed by Motta-Roth and Selbach (2022), and as a situated process, affected by 

the contexts in which readers and text producers circulate and by language as a social 

practice (Motta-Roth, 2008, p. 243). Furthermore, genre is understood as a “staged, 

goal-oriented and purposeful activity in which speakers engage as members of a 
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culture” (Martin, 1984, p. 25). To work on the chosen genre, the method used was 

Gender Pedagogy, which encourages critical thinking to form critical and conscious 

subjects, as discussed by Ticks (2019).

This didactic unit was designed to be applied over three lessons, each lasting 90 

minutes. The proposal is for the activities to be spread over three weeks, respecting 

the students’ learning pace and providing enough time for theoretical, practical, and 

creative exploration.

In this work, we first introduce the organization of the unit, then present the 

audience, theme, genres, and skills explored. Next, we outline the unit’s objectives, 

followed by the necessary resources. Finally, there is the description of the activities 

proposed for the unit.

After the references, in the attachments session, you will find the designed unit, 

with the organization we proposed, and also the attachments of the unit itself. The 

designed unit is also available in https://www.canva.com/design/DAGmxnktAXk/uy-gl7V-

2YXtEdjjsgpBcw/edit?utm_content=DAGmxnktAXk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_

medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton which you can copy and adapt it to your context. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGmxnktAXk/uy-gl7V-2YXtEdjjsgpBcw/edit?utm_content=DAGmxnktAXk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGmxnktAXk/uy-gl7V-2YXtEdjjsgpBcw/edit?utm_content=DAGmxnktAXk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGmxnktAXk/uy-gl7V-2YXtEdjjsgpBcw/edit?utm_content=DAGmxnktAXk&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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2 SUMMARY

Didactic unit organization

Discourse Notion Genres Register Speech acts
Lexicogrammar/ 

Phonology/ 
Graphology

Sustainability, 
human rights 
and social 
justice

Sustainable 
development 

goals

Awareness 
campaign 

poster

Awareness 
campaign 

posters about 
stopping 
climate 

change; food 
loss and 

waste; acting 
for nature; 
women’s 

rights; 
Palestine

Recognize the 
theme

Identify the 
parts of the 

structure
Identify the 

objective Vocabulary related 
to human rights;
Imperative form;

Identifying the 
different stages of a 

campaign poster;

YouTube 
video 

with an 
overview 
of the 17 

SDGs

YouTube 
video: “UN 
Sustainable 

Development 
Goals - 

Overview”

Get to know the 
SDGs and their 

objectives
Relate them to 

students’ reality

Awareness 
campaign

Dictionary 
entry

Entry in 
an online 
dictionary 

that defines 
“awareness 
campaign”

Define 
“Awareness 
Campaign”

Source: devised by the authors, based on Motta-Roth (2008)

3 AUDIENCE/TEACHING CONTEXT

This unit was planned and implemented for 9th-grade elementary school 

students from a public school.
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4 THEME 

	The theme of the material is the United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs).

5 GENRES 

Awareness campaign poster, dictionary entry, and YouTube video with an 

overview of the 17 SDGs.

6 COMPETENCES 

(EF09LI03) Analyze positions defended and refuted in oral texts on topics of 

social and collective interest.

(EF09LI12) Produce texts (infographics, online discussion forums, photo reports, 

advertising campaigns, memes, among others) on topics of local or global collective 

interest that reveal a critical stance.

7 OBJECTIVES 

•	 To develop a greater interest in the English language by engaging with social 

and global themes that connect them to the language;

•	 to understand the SDGs and their purposes;

•	 to be able to propose actions using the imperative mood; 

•	 to recognize the characteristics of the awareness campaign poster genre; 

•	 to produce an awareness campaign poster that integrates the SDGs and the 

imperative form.
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8 RESOURCES 

To implement this unit, some pedagogical resources are necessary, such as 

printed materials;

•	 a speaker;

•	 a projector;

•	 a computer;

•	 old magazines or newspapers;

•	 scissors;

•	 glue;

•	 paper;

•	 pens and pencils.

9 ACTIVITIES 

Starting point

1. Look at these images. Which of these situations can you find in Brazil? And in 

your city?

2. What can be done to face these problems? Share your ideas.
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Pre-reading

1. Discuss with a classmate:

a. What kind of awareness campaigns do you know?

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________

b. Do you believe campaigns are effective? Why? Or why not?

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________

c. For what causes would you join a campaign?

__________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________

Reading

1. Look at the text below. How would you describe it?

a. Infographic					     c. Protest

b. Awareness campaign poster		              d. Advertisement Poster

Source: Part of Clio Network (2025)
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2. Complete the table with information about the text:

Author of the text:

Target audience:

Where you can find this text:

3. Read the sentence: 

“Stop climate change before it changes you.”

a. What does the word “IT” refer to?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

b. What does the word “YOU” refer to? What is the effect of using this word?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are the possible changes the text is talking about?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does the image represent? How do you feel looking at it?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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6. The sentence of the poster is in the imperative. What does it mean: a command 

or a request? Why?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. What field or area does the text relate to?

a. Health

b. Environment

c. Economy

d. Education

8. Which global issue is the text related to?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

9. What is the objective of the text?

a. The poster warns that you have to change yourself before the climate changes.

b. The poster suggests that climate change is already fully under control.

c. The poster is a warning that if you don’t act against climate change, it will bring 

bad consequences.

d. The poster encourages people to adapt to climate change rather than trying 

to stop it.

Extra Thinking

What other awareness campaign posters do you know about? Discuss with your 

classmate what it was about and where you have seen it.
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Rewrite the future

1. Watch the video and answer the questions:

Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-iJM02m_Hg

a. Have you ever heard about the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

b. What is the objective of these goals? Which one called your attention?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

c. Would you add any other goal? Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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2. Review the SDG chart. Which goals do you think are most relevant to your city 

current challenges?

3. What actions to achieve these goals can you see in your country, state and/or 

city? ( E.g.: Create projects like Bolsa Família and Pé de Meia, donate to Zelo, participate 

in Projeto Acolher Santa Maria)

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. If you could take an action to achieve one of these goals, which goal would 

you choose? And what would be the action?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Language in use

1. Match the pictures with the corresponding action:

2. Look at the sentences from activity 1 and answer the questions:

a. What are these sentences used for? Check the right answers.

(  ) Giving Commands			   (  ) Giving Directions

(  ) Making Requests			   (  ) Making Suggestions

(  ) Giving Instructions			   (  ) Giving Warnings or Advice

b. Complete the table using examples from activity 1:

Affirmative

Negative

c. Choose the correct form for the imperative:

(   )

Form Use the base form of the verb (no subject)

Negative Use “Do not” (Don’t) + base verb

(   )

Form Use the ing form of the verb

Negative Use “Did not” (Didn’t) + base verb
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3. Now, in groups, create one action using the imperative form to each SDG below:

Hands on

1. Look at the examples below: What components are typically included in an 

awareness campaign poster?
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2. Sketch an awareness campaign poster with the class on the board.

3. Working in groups, use magazines, pencils, pens, and paper to create your 

awareness campaign poster based on the Sustainable Development Goal assigned by 

the teacher. Remember to create an action using the imperative! What effect do you 

want to create: command, request, instruction, suggestion?

4. Share the awareness campaign posters with the class.

10 ANSWER KEY FOR ACTIVITIES

Starting Point

1. Possible answer: In Brazil, it is possible to observe forests on fire, and in Santa 

Maria we see the problems in schools with the precariousness of education.

2. Possible answer: Regimentation of environmental laws, investment in education

Pre-reading

1. a) Possible answer: parades, protests, awareness campaign poster,...; b) Yes/

No, personal motivation; c) Possible answer: Gender equality, better education, better 

health system.

Reading

1. B

2. Complete the table with the information about the text

Author of the text WWF

Target Audience Young people, general public

Where you can find this text Social media, lamp posts,...

3. a) To “climate change”; b) To the reader, it causes the effect of personalization, 

that the awareness campaign poster is talking specifically to the reader.



N. de Pesq., Santa Maria, v. 3, e93497, 2025

14| Goal for it!

4. Possible answer: Physical changes.

5. Possible answer: It represents the future, how the human being will be as a 

consequence of climate change. I feel sad, scared, uncomfortable, ... (personal feeling)

6. It is a command because if the reader doesn’t act, there will be consequences.

7. B

8. Climate change

9. C

Rewrite the future

1. a) Yes/No; b) Possible answer: Make the word a better place for everyone, 

promoting sustainable development; c) Personal answer.

2. Personal answer.

3. ProUni, FIES, Programa Mais Médicos.

4. Personal answer.

Language in use

1. Answer:

2. a) Giving commands, making requests, making suggestions.
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b) 
Affirmative Possible answer: Support sustainable agriculture.

Negative Possible answer: Don’t throw trash on the floor!

c) 
Form Use the base form of the verb (no subject)

Negative Use “Do not” (Don’t) + base verb

3.Personal answer
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11.1 Design of the unit
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