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all the necessary structure for the comfort and educational development of the students, 

such as: Internet (if not available use print material), computer laboratory, and Library.

3 THEME

The theme of this didactic unit is different configurations of family.

4 GENRE (S)

The main genres used in the didactic unit are: Comic strips, and TV show. In 

addition, we used other genres (Infographic; Youtube Tutorial, and Family Tree) to 

corroborate with the theme and the selection of genres.

5 COMPETENCE

Comic strips in language learning classes motivate younger learners, provide 

a context, and provide logical connections, which are helpful in the English language 

learning process, while the visual information is helpful for comprehension (NOÉMI, 

2006). In addition, the Family theme is important to understand that there are a lot of 

configurations of families in our society, realizing that the world is diverse and that this 

diversity needs to be respected.

6 OBJECTIVE

- To teach the English language approaching different family contexts, aiming to 

explore and discuss different types of families;

- To explore the comic strip genre in English language classes;

- To understand the purpose, characteristics and other aspects about this genre, 

in order to learn how to interpret, to understand its use; 

- To produce a comic strip.
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7 RESOURCES

Texts: Online dictionary definitions of family, comic strips about family, scene 

from the TV show Modern Family.

Tools/material used:  Canva and Storyboard (websites, if internet is available), 

Posters, cardboard, printed pictures.

8 ACTIVITIES

This unit is divided into two main parts: the first one is about Configuration of 

family and the second is about Comic strip. 

8.1 Introducing the theme: Let’s talk about families

Pre-reading

1) Para você, o que é família? E qual é o papel da sua família na sua vida? (Nota 

para o teacher: esta questão pode ser feita em grupo, com toda a turma, caso família 

seja um tópico sensível para algum aluno)

2) Com quem você se relaciona em questão de afetividade? Você consideraria 

essas pessoas como sua família? 

3) Como você classificaria sua família em termos de afetividade?

Funny 🤣                                                            Serious  😐

Loving🥰                                                            Supportive 🤝

Distant                                                         Talkative🗣

4) Com base na figure 2, você conhece esses personagens? Quem são eles? Se 

não conhece, tente imaginar quem são essas pessoas (se são amigos, pais, irmãos, 

etc.), analisando o texto e as imagens.

5) Pela figure 2, como você classificaria as expressões das pessoas na cena?
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6) Observe a reação dos personagens e os elementos que se repetem nas imagens 

para responder: Qual você imagina ser o contexto dessa cena? Por que estão todos reunidos?

7) A fim de analisarmos a parte verbal do texto, conecte o vocabulário destacado 

no trecho à imagem que o representa.

Figure 1 – Different worlds

Source: Unsplash

8) O que você acha que o narrador quis dizer com a fala  “We are from different 

worlds, But somehow we fit together” ?

9) Na frase “We are from different worlds, But somehow we fit together”, qual é 

o sentido que a palavra “but” acarreta na frase?

(  ) Addition                           (  ) Summary               

(  ) Time                                (  ) Contrast                   

(  ) Place                                  (  ) Cause and effect
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10) Na frase “Through fair or stormy weather”, qual é o sentido da palavra “or”?

(  ) Addition                                                 (  ) Summary             

(  ) Time                                                      (  ) Contrast                    

(  ) Place                                                     (  ) Cause and effect

Post-reading

Essa cena (na imagem abaixo) nos mostra um pouco sobre os Pritchett, uma 

família divertida, variada (tanto culturalmente quanto por diferentes sexualidades) 

e moderna. Neste episódio de Modern Family (episódio 1 da primeira temporada), 

Cameron e Mitchell apresentam a nova integrante da família: Lily, sua filha adotiva.

Figure 2 – Modern Family - episode 1, season 1

Source: Compilation of images made by the authors1

1 Editing from images found on the Star+ website.
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11) Você se identifica com a cena? Sua família costuma se reunir?

12) Quais as semelhanças e diferenças que você vê entre a família da cena e a sua?

13) Por que a família Pritchett pode ser considerada uma família moderna?

8.2 Definitions and configurations of family

Observe as definições sobre família no verbete do dicionário (figure 3) e responda:

a) As definições do dicionário são próximas com sua própria definição de família?

b) Qual das duas definições você diria que é mais adequada aos dias de hoje?

Figure 3 – Dictionary entry

Sources: Dictionary.com, Dictionary cambridge

Family Members:

Associe as palavras em inglês às suas respectivas traduções em português (figure 4).

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/family
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/family
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Figure 4 – Kinship terms

Source: created by the authors
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Figure 5 – Genitive case

Source: created by the authors

(Continue)
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Source: created by the authors

(Conclusion)
Figure 5 – Genitive case
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1) Analise a Family Tree da família Pritchett (Figure 6) e complete as lacunas com 

a relação de parentesco de cada uma das pessoas abaixo.

a) Jay is Luke’s     Grandfather                 f) Gloria is Jay’s_________

b) Mitchell is Jay’s _________                 g) Haley is Alex’s _________

c) Dede is Claire’s _________                 h) Redford is Lily’s _______

d) Phil is Claire’s _______                        i) Poppy is Luke’s ________

e) Alex is Lily’s _________                        j) Luke is Cam’s _________

Figure 6 – Modern Family’s family tree

 

Source: created by the authors
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Figure 7 – Homework

Source: created by the authors

8.3 COMIC STRIPS

WARM-UP: Observe os textos (Figure 8) e responda: 

1)	 Qual dos textos possui mais imagens (non-verbal text)?
2)	 Qual dos textos possui mais texto escrito (verbal text)?
3)	 Associe os textos a suas respectivas funções sociais.

Text 1	(a)				    (  ) To instruct 
Text 2	(b)				    (  ) To inform 
Text 3	(c)				    (  ) To entertain	  

4) Qual é o gênero textual de cada texto? Quais elementos te levaram a essa 
conclusão? 

Text 1: __________	 Text 2: __________	 Text 3: __________ 
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Figure 8 – text 1, text 2, and text 3

Sources: Believephq, Garfield, Allrecipes

Analyzing comic strips

1)	In general2, a Comic Strip … 
( ) tells a story through verbal text only. 
( ) tells a story through non-verbal and verbal text. 
( ) tells a story through non-verbal text only.  

2) Where do we usually find comic strips? 
(  ) Newspaper		  (   ) Humor websites 	 (   ) Culinary websites 

3) What elements do we usually find in comic strips? 
(   ) Speech balloons	 (   ) Sound effects		  (   ) Images/drawings 
(   ) Paragraphs		  (   ) Steps			   (   ) Recommendation

8.4 Recursos gráficos das Comic Strips
Nas Comic Strips as histórias são contadas com a ajuda de recursos gráficos 

que auxiliam a expressar as emoções, os sentimentos, os sons e os ruídos.

2 Para o teacher: enfatizar o “in general”, pois existem Comic Strips sem o texto verbal, compostas apenas por imagens

http://www.garfield.com
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Figura 9 – Recursos gráficos das Comic Strips

Source: Adapted from Descobrindo o ABC

Figure 10 – Elements of comic
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4) Agora, observe as Comic Strips do Black Ducks e Garfield (figure 11) e liste alguns 

dos recursos gráficos que estão presentes nelas. Use as figuras 9 e 10 como apoio 

para listar os elementos/recursos gráficos.

Black Ducks                                                            Garfield

1- __________                                                            1- ___________

2- __________                                                            2- ___________

3- __________                                                            3- ___________

4- __________                                                            4- ___________

Figura 11 – Black Ducks and Garfield’s comic strips

Sources: Iphotos, Garfield comic strips fandom

https://www.iphotos.com/download.php?iid=483257&tl=clipart
https://garfield-comic-strips.fandom.com/wiki/2020
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Sources: Differenceengine, Midiatividades

https://differenceengine.sg/for-educators/elements-of-comics/
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Figura 12 – Let’s explore

Source: created by the authors

Analyzing Gil’s comic strip

Pre-reading

1) Do you know those characters in figure 13? What is the relationship between them?

2) What are they doing? What are they talking about? 

Reading

3) Why do you think the words “awesome” and “that” are highlighted in figure 13?

(   ) Destacar uma entonação diferente do restante da fala.

(   ) Destacar um recurso gramatical.

(   ) Escolha visual sem nenhuma influência no sentido do texto.
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Figura 13 – Gil’s comic strip

Source: Archive.boston

4) Você sabe o que é uma “nuclear family” (ou família nuclear)? Faça 

pressuposições sobre o significado desse termo.

5) Procure uma definição de “nuclear family” na internet ou dicionário. Ela 

coincide com a sua pressuposição?

6) Os personagens entendem da mesma forma o sentido/significado da palavra 

“nuclear”? Qual dos personagens tem a mesma ideia abaixo (figura 14)?

Figura 14 – Dictionary Entry: nuclear

Source: Dictionary cambridge

http://archive.boston.com/news/local/articles/2012/02/16/plainville_cartoonist_goes_beyond_the_nuclear_family_with_gil
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Figura 15 – To think about 1

Source: created by the authors

Family configurations:

Faça inferências sobre as diferentes famílias abaixo (figure 16) e tente conectar ao 

seu significado. Depois, tente conectar esses termos às famílias das imagens (figure 17).

Figura 16 – Activity: configuration of family

Source: created by the authors
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Figura 17 – Different families

Sources: The Kardashian, Disney: Encanto, The Little Mermaid, The incredibles, Paulo Gustavo Instagram, Pexels

Figure 18 – Types of families

Source: created by the authors
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Figura 19 – To think about 2

 Sources: created by the authors and Star+ website

Analyzing Marvin’s comic strip

Pre-reading

1) Do you know these characters in figure 20? Have you ever read Marvin's comic strip?

2) Which type of family do you believe Marvin’s family belongs to? Why

3) Does your family also have the habit of looking at old pictures? If so, are the 

photos digital (like Marvin’s) or printed?

Reading

4) a) What do you think a digital photo frame is?

   (  ) A printed photo album     (  ) An electronic photo album

    b) Do you have one?

5) a) In “the key word was cute” (figure 20), Marvin means that…

   (  ) His father is not cute.

   (  ) His mother is not cute.

   (  ) He is not cute.

    b) Did he say it out loud? What graphic element showed you that?
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Figure 20 – Maryin’s comic strip

 Source: Pinterest

8.5 Collaborative work: Let’s work together to produce a comic strip!

Figure 21 – How to create a comic strip

Source: LEARN Youtube channel
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Speech Ballons Activity

Em relação a figure 22, responda as questões abaixo:

1) Do you know this family (figure 22)? Who are they? What are their personal 

characteristics?

2) Why are there different types of balloons? What do they represent?

3) What is the context of the scenes?

4) What do the characters’ expressions show us?

5) Fill up the speech balloons with a possible conversation between the members 

of this family.

Figure 22 – Simpsons Speech Ballons

Source: islcollective

https://en.islcollective.com/english-esl-worksheets/speaking-practice/picture-story/comic-strip-simpsons/119746
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WEBCOMIC!

What is a Webcomic?

Check (✔) the best alternative.

(  ) comics published exclusively in newspapers.

(  ) comics published exclusively on the Internet.

(  ) comics published both on the internet and in newspapers.

Now, let's make your webcomic!

Use one of the websites3 below to create your own webcomic about your family. 

Use your creativity and have fun!

Figure 23 – Storyboard creator tutorial

Sources: Canva, StoryboardThat

3 Caso recursos digitais e/ou internet não sejam acessíveis, o professor pode utilizar os templates impressos.
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Ideas for sharing

Now that you produced your comic strips, let’s share them with your community! 

Some ideas to share the texts:

-Make an exposition/gallery at school

-Create an Instagram to publish students’ comic strips online

-Produce a comic book with all the students’ productions

-Publish them on the school’s Facebook page (if the institution has one)

Reviewing the unit

What have we learned in this unit? Write down some of the topics related to 

theme, genre, vocabulary, and grammar (figure 24).

Figure 24 – Reviewing the unit

Source: created by the authors
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8.6 Extra activity

Let’s watch the videos and transform them into comic strips.

Figure 25 – videos into comic strips

Sources: The Powerpuff Girls Youtube channel, Nickelodeon UK Youtube channel

Let’s produce a comic strip!

Divida a turma em dois grandes grupos. Cada grupo ficará responsável por um 

vídeo (figure 25) e o transformará em Comic Strip. Os grupos podem se organizar para 

dividir as seguintes funções:

1) transcrever/sintetizar o episódio;

2) reproduzir as imagens/desenhos;

3) produzir os diálogos dentro dos balões4;

4) inserir elementos gráficos (interjeição, onomatopeia, fonte textual…).

Share your work!

Use some of the ideas presented previously to share students’ productions.
4 Para o teacher: trabalhar com os alunos o processo de síntese - transformar as falas em frases mais curtas.
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